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 'Blackbirding' in New Guinea Waters, 1883-64

 An Episode in the Queensland Labour Trade

 PETER CORRIS

 Where in thunder, you will ask, did the (Ceara' go to obtain
 over 100 labourers and be back again in Townsville all in
 thirty-eight days? Well, dear boys, I don't mind telling you?
 these recruits were got from the S.E. corner of New Guinea!

 Houp-la!1

 IN 1883 THE NORTH QUEENSLAND SUGAR BOOM WAS AT ITS HEIGHT. THE NUMBER

 of mills was increasing rapidly, and irrigation and sophisticated machinery
 were bringing more and more acres under sugar. The extent of the faith in
 the future of sugar was symbolized by the investment of ?200,000 in the
 Victoria sugar mill at Ingham which used steam ploughs, electric light and
 'advanced machinery designed to crush 60,000 tons of cane in four months,
 . . . weighbridges, automatic feeding, and conveyance by endless belt\ Great
 though these developments were they did not alter the fact that, as organized
 in 1883, the sugar industry depended for its existence upon a plentiful
 supply of cheap coloured labour: the greater the expansion of the industry,
 the greater the demand for 'kanakas'.2

 So it was that the arrival of the labour recruiter Hopeful at Townsville
 on 21 May 1883, followed by the Jessie Kelly at Bundaberg on 25 June, and
 the Fanny at Mackay on 13 July, attracted great interest. For each of these
 ships had been gone from Queensland for only a few weeks and had returned
 with a total of 352 Melanesians for the canefields.3 The ships were warmly
 welcomed because at this time voyages to the old established recruiting
 grounds?the Solomon Islands and the New Hebrides?were usually of about
 six months' duration, and, since the prospective employers of the recruits
 indirectly bore the costs of providing food and provisions for them and the
 government agent carried by all ships in the labour trade, .the longer the
 voyage the greater the expense. By 1883 recruiting voyages to the Solomons
 and New Hebrides were far from being kidnapping expeditions. The New

 1 Queensland Figaro, 23 Feb. 1884.
 2 G. C Bolton, A Thousand Miles Away. A history of North Queensland to 1920 (Brisbane,

 *963)? 185-9. x44
 3'Return showing Pacific Islanders introduced into Queensland from the 1st of January,

 1880, to the 30th June, 1884', Votes and Proceedings of the Legislative Assembly of Queensland
 (hereinafter Q.VJP.), II, 1884, 769-70.

 85
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 86 THE JOURNAL OF PACIFIC HISTORY

 Hebrideans had been engaged in the cycle of recruiting?three years labour
 on the plantation, and return to their island?for 20 years, and the Solomon
 Islanders for 12. They had acquired tastes and preferences which refined
 their appetites for European goods, and the costs of the 'trade' presents need
 ed to persuade them to recruit had mounted.4

 The spectacular success of the three voyages mentioned was due to the
 fact that they had secured their full complements quickly and cheaply from
 New Ireland, and the planters and skippers had visions of a vast and much
 closer recruiting ground waiting to be exploited. From July to the end of
 1883 eight more voyages were made to these islands and to others to the
 east including Woodlark Island, and 1,329 recruits were secured. In 1884
 the pace stepped up, and by 15 June half of the total number of recruiting
 expeditions made had tried their luck in New Guinea and the adjacent
 island groups. The luck was good! The first four voyages to the area each
 brought back 100 or more recruits.5 In all, 32 voyages were made from
 Queensland ports to New Guinea, New Britain, New Ireland, Woodlark,
 the D'Entrecasteaux, and the Louisiade archipelago; and in the 18 months
 between the arrival of the Hopeful on 21 May and the arrival of the Heath
 on 29 November 1884, 5,797 islanders from the northern waters were
 introduced into Queensland as indentured labourers.

 The natives of these islands had experienced contact with Europeans for
 more than a generation before the recruiters arrived. American whaling
 ships had been in the waters in the 1840s, and there had been random con
 tact with explorers, missionaries, and scientific expeditions.6

 from 1865 onwards more Europeans entered the area?pearl and beche-de
 mer fishers worked in the D'Entrecasteaux and Louisiades, and ships came
 from Australia to the south-east coast of the New Guinea mainland for
 cedar wood. Although contact was inevitably made with the islanders they
 were not employed on a large scale in these enterprises. The pearlers and
 beche-de-mer men had reputations for ill-treating the islanders, who avoided
 them as much as possible,7 and Aborigines from the Australian mainland,

 Torres Strait Islanders, and Solomon Islanders were employed by those seek

 4 Queensland Figaro, 24 Mar. 1883; Maryborough Chronicle, 14 Jan. 1884.
 ZQ.VJP., II, 1884,769-70.
 e For accounts of European penetration of New Guinea and the adjacent islands at this

 time see: H. E. Maude, 'The cruise of the whaler "Gypsy"', The Journal of Pacific History, I
 (1966), 193-4; W. Powell, Wanderings in a Wild Country, or three years amongst the Cannibals
 of New Britain (London, 1883); H. H. Romilly, The Western Pacific and New Guinea. Notes on
 the natives, Christian and cannibal, with some account of the old labour trade, 2nd ed. (London,
 1877).

 7 See Log of James Lane, government agent of the Ceara, 7 Apr. 1884. Brisbane, Queensland
 State Archives (hereinafter Q.S.A.), 36/3654.
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 'blackbirding' in new guinea waters, 1883-84 87
 ing wealth in the waters around New Guinea.8 German traders had estab
 lished themselves at some places in the islands and did employ the natives.
 In fact Hugh H. Romilly, Deputy Commissioner for the Western Pacific,
 considered that the operations of German traders may have predisposed the
 natives of certain islands to become willing if unknowing recruits for Queens
 land. He explained that a German resident at Matupi, New Britain, used
 to recruit natives from Nusa, New Ireland, for a three month period of
 service at Matupi, and,

 While things were in this state the first labour ships visited the group, when
 they pursued their trade with but little success till they arrived at Neusa. At
 this place it is little to be wondered that they filled their ships immediately.

 The natives were under the impression that they were going to Matupi, to
 return in a few months. No particular pains were taken to undeceive them,
 and thus the fame of the first three ships to visit New Ireland was soon spread
 among the labour-engaging portion of the Queensland colonists. The result
 is the rush of ships this year.9

 The islanders around New Guinea were less sophisticated at this time
 than the New Hebrideans and Solomon Islanders. The Solomon Islanders

 had grown very aggressive in recent years. They had acquired considerable
 skill with rifles, and a spate of attacks on labour ships and traders had made
 recruiting there very hazardous, and a closer, safer source of supply wel
 come.10 The New Hebrideans had, by this time, become very knowing and
 the hard bargains they drove made voyages to this group long and expensive.

 Also, the presence of so many Presbyterian missionaries in the New Hebrides
 irked some of the less scrupulous recruiters11 and made New Guinea a more
 attractive field.

 W. T. Wawn, an irascible old hand in the labour trade, gave as his
 reasons for his first venture north in the Fanny the demand for labour
 created by the sugar boom, the competition from the increasing number of
 ships in the trade, his experience of New Guinea waters, and the inspiring
 example of the first voyage of the Hopeful.12 But his motive for the voyages
 of 1884 was different. In that year the Queensland government forbade the
 recruiters to give rifles and ammunition as persuasive presents to the con
 nexions of prospective recruits. The result of this in the Solomons and New
 Hebrides was that the Queenslanders had to struggle hard for recruits

 8 Ibid., 30 Mar. 1884; Log of James Lane, government agent of the Lizzie, 31 Dec. 1883, ibid.
 9 Romilly to Des Voeux, 15 Sept. 1883, Q.V.P., 1884, II, 816-7.
 10 See 'Particulars in connection with Outrages committed in Western Pacific Islands, from

 November 1878 to May 1881', Great Britain, Parliamentary Papers, 1883, XLVII, 477, and for
 details of one such attack 'Deposition of G. R. S. Thomas, late Master of the "Janet Stewart" \
 Q.S.A. Queensland, Colonial Secretary's Office, In Letters (hereinafter Q.C.S.O.), 2853 of 1882.

 11 Paton to Gordon, 10 Mar. 1882, CO.225/10.
 12 W. T. Wawn, The South Sea Islanders and the Queensland Labour Trade. A Record of

 Voyages and Experiences in the Western Pacific, from 1875 to 1891 (London, 1893), 279-80.
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 against competition from Samoan and New Caledonian recruiters who were
 not bound by any such restriction. Until this time, the Melanesians had
 preferred Queensland to Fiji because the pay was better, and both to Samoa
 and New Caledonia where conditions were bad, mortality was high, and
 whence few seemed to return.18 But when the Germans and French could

 still supply rifles and ammunition they were able to overcome the islanders'
 reluctance and doubts, and placed the Queenslanders at a disadvantage.
 Consequently Wawn determined to sail for New Guinea where there was
 as yet no such demand for arms and he could trade on equal terms.14

 Those recruiting labourers for Fiji were experiencing the same general
 problems, and they in fact pushed to the north in 1882. In February 1882
 the manager in Fiji of the Colonial Sugar Refining Company requested that
 a licence be granted to recruit in New Guinea for Fiji,15 and later that year
 the Lord of the Isles sailed for the north. The government agent aboard the
 ship, J. F. Clay, was given special instructions for the occasion:

 . . . you will be particularly careful, in your intercourse with the natives, to
 avoid anything that might be the means of causing a collision, or even a mis
 understanding, if possible, with them. The result of your trip may be the
 means of opening up these Islands as a field for the future supply of labour.16

 And by the beginning of 1884 it seemed possible that these hopes would be
 fulfilled. The voyages from Fiji had been successful also, and it seemed that
 New Guinea and the islands adjacent were destined to supply the eager
 planters of Queensland and Fiji with large numbers of labourers of good
 quality;17 and to supply them quickly and cheaply into the bargain.

 But in fact the hopes proved illusory. By 1885 New Guinea, the D'Entre
 casteaux, New Britain, New Ireland, Woodlark and the Louisiades were
 closed to the recruiters; recruiting in these waters had cost the Queensland
 government thousands of pounds, and gaol sentences and disbarments were
 visited upon many of the recruiters. The mortality amongst the Melanesians
 in Queensland had risen to an all time high and the Pacific Islands labour
 trade was held in greater obloquy than ever before. As a result of the New

 13 As Des Voeux put it, 'except by compulsion and kidnapping, it is become very difficult
 indeed to recruit for places not under the British flag'. Des Voeux to Governor of Queensland,
 Q.C.S.O., 6509 of 1882.

 14 Wawn, op. cit., 310.
 15 Sub-Agent of Immigration to Colonial Secretary, 15 Feb. 1882, Fiji, Colonial Secretary's

 Office, Minute Papers (hereinafter F.C.S.O.), 32-1882. Suva, Central Archives of Fiji and the
 Western Pacific High Commission.

 16'Additional Departmental Instructions to Government Agents', enclosed in Acting Agent
 General of Immigration to Colonial Secretary, 4 Mar. 1882, F.C.S.O., 60-1882. Suva, Central
 Archives.

 17 Log of J. J. Fletcher, government agent of the Hally Bay ley, 19 May 1883, Agent General
 of Immigration, Fiji Government Agents' Journals, vols., 1-67, 1876 to 1904. Suva, Central
 Archives.

This content downloaded from 
�������������130.56.64.101 on Tue, 07 Sep 2021 00:46:31 UTC������������� 

All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



 'blackbirding' in new guinea waters, 1883-84 89
 Guinea episode the regulations controlling the conduct of the labour trade
 were revised and tightened in drastic fashion, and the scandals of 1883-84
 played a great part in the arguments which led to the temporary halt called
 to recruiting in 1890. The New Guinea enterprise laid the recruiters and
 the colony open to every kind of criticism that enemies of the labour trade
 could devise, and it is possible to trace the impact of this chastening experi
 ence upon the Queensland labour trade down to 1890 and, indeed, through
 to its abolition in 1904.

 although successful in their recruiting around New Guinea, the ships from
 Fiji failed to avoid clashes with the natives. The pioneering Lord of the
 Isles anchored off the north coast of New Ireland and promptly secured 39
 men. The next day two recruiting boats crossed to nearby Man Island and
 got three men. A little further along the coast of this island the three re
 cruits jumped out of the boat and made for the shore. The government
 agent fired 'three or four* shots over their heads and claimed that he saw
 each shot fall dead in the water. Going ashore, Clay and his Fijian boatmen
 re-took one of the deserting recruits and left the island: the government
 agent recorded that he heard one shot fired while he was on the island but
 he did not know who had fired it.18 Another Fijian recruiter, the Surprise,
 was anchored close by at this time and, although her crew had also clashed
 with the natives and killed one man, the government agent of the Surprise
 reported the incident in which the Lord of the Isles had been involved to
 the captain of H.M.S. Beagle. The Beagle fell in with the Lord of the Isles
 and the two ships returned to Man Island to investigate.19 On their arrival
 they found that a Man Islander reported that his wife had been shot dead at
 the time when the government agent had been shooting. Clay reported that
 he saw no signs of a body, that the ship had had no trouble in subsequent
 recruiting, and that he doubted the native's claim.20

 However on Wawn's first voyage north in the Fanny the next year he
 touched at Man Island and his interpreter was tomahawked to death. The
 government agent of the Fijian recruiter Meg Merrilies was able to establish
 that the man killed had been on board the Lord of the Isles in 1882, and that
 the brother of the woman who was supposedly killed then was responsible
 for killing the interpreter.21 An enquiry was held into the conduct of the

 18 J. F. Clay to Agent General of Immigration, 6 Mar. 1883, F.C.S.O., 6367-1883.
 18'Printed Correspondence relating to the alleged shooting of a woman of Man Island,

 New Britain, by persons in the boats of the Fiji Labour Vessel "Lord of the Isles"', enclosed in
 Admiralty to CO., 4 July 1883, CO. 225/13.

 20 Clay to Agent General of Immigration, 6 Mar. 1883, F.C.S.O., 6367-1883.
 21 'Extract from the Diary of the Government Agent of the "Meg Merrilies"', entry for 13

 May 1883, F.C.S.O., 2001-1883.
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 Lord of the Isles at Man Island and the services of Clay were dispensed
 with.22

 Later ships from Fiji conducted themselves more circumspectly: the
 government agent of the Hally Bayley recorded the precautions he took off
 New Britain with a recruit whose ability to understand the agreement he
 doubted. This man further showed himself to be competent and conscien
 tious by rejecting prospective recruits on the grounds of youth and physical
 unsuitability.23 But he detected signs of trouble in the area: he claimed that
 Queensland ships were supplying the natives of Blanche Bay, New Britain,
 with Snider rifles, and that German traders were trafficking in cartridges.24

 To add to these problems, and foreshowing later troubles, it emerged
 that at New Ireland at least no competent interpreters were to be found.25

 Hugh Romilly believed that natives from New Britain agreed to act as
 intepreters in New Ireland secure in the knowledge that their incompetence

 would never be discovered because the ignorance of the New Ireland lang
 uages among the European recruiters exceeded even their own.26 In fact it
 seems as if malpractices of various sorts were becoming the rule in New
 Guinea waters. Samoan ships, traditionally less scrupulous than others in
 their recruiting methods, had entered the area and were maintaining their
 bad reputations. In 1884 at Cape Guvray, 11 miles from New Ireland, the
 Fijian recruiting ship Falcon came upon the boats of the Samoan recruiter
 Niuafu. The men in the boats were standing up shooting at the natives on
 the shore who were slinging stones at them. The German second mate of the

 Niuafu told the Falcons government agent that he was shooting at the
 natives because four of his recruits had deserted at that place. The natives,
 on the other hand, claimed that the recruiters were shooting at them because
 they had provided them with no recruits.27

 But the official records show that these transgressions by Fijian and
 Samoan ships were far surpassed by the Queenslanders. Of the 32 voyages
 which recruited from New Guinea afrid the adjacent islands for Queensland,
 no fewer than 14 were the subjects of official enquiries. The first New Guinea

 22 Minute on F.C.S.O., 2001-1883.
 23 Log of the government agent, Hally Bay ley, op. cit., 7 May, 10 May.
 24 ibid., 15 May.
 25 Agent General of Immigration to Colonial Secretary, 11 Feb. 1884, F.C.S.O., 316-1884. Log

 of C Mills, Ethel, 7 June 1884 and log of James Lane, Ceara, 28 Apr. 1884, Q-S.A., 36/3654.
 26 Romilly to Des Voeux, 15 Sept. 1883, Q-VJP., 1884, II, 816-7.
 27 'Extract from Diary of D. Nisbet, Government Agent, "Falcon"', enclosed in Agent

 General of Immigration to Colonial Secretary, 15 Feb. 1884, F.C.S.O., 380-1884. According to
 Benjamin Danks, who was a missionary in New Britain from 1878, Samoan recruiters entered
 the northern waters in 1879 and Danks made efforts to inform the islanders with whom he was
 in contact of the details of indentured labour in Samoa. Danks believed that his action made it
 difficult for the recruiters to secure men at this time, but he did not claim that it prepared the
 islanders for the Fijian and Queensland recruiters who followed. W. Deane (ed.), In Wild New
 Britain: The Story of Benjamin Danks Pioneer Missionary (Sydney, 1933), 80-1, 241-6.
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 'BLACKBIRDING' IN NEW GUINEA WATERS, 1883-84 91

 voyages of the Hopeful and the Fanny were investigated as were voyages of
 the Forest King, the Ariel, the Ceara, and the Heath. The voyage of the
 Stanley and a later voyage of the Hopeful28 were the occasions of much
 publicized trials. The Royal Commission of 1885 covered some of the same
 ground in investigating eight voyages?two of the Lizzie, two of the Ceara,
 and voyages of the Hopeful, Sybil, Forest King, and Heath.

 This list indicates the extent to which Queensland vessels struck difficul
 ties in their work in the northern waters; in fact on the first voyage there of
 a Queensland ship the Hopeful clashed with the aggressive natives of Man
 Island and some of the islanders were wounded. Reporting on this affray to
 the Colonial Secretary, Charles Horrocks, Acting Head of the Pacific Islands
 Branch of the Queensland Immigration Department, discussed the conduct
 of the whole voyage. The government agent's log showed that it had not been
 good: he had had to insist on two unmarried women being put ashore as
 recruiting of single females was forbidden; later he had to insist upon
 another recruit being landed as he was of the opinion that the man had not
 come aboard willingly; on two occasions the recruiting agent had been
 drunk; on 28 April the vessel ran onto a coral reef when the man at the
 wheel was asleep and there was no officer on watch. The master of the ship,
 Captain Briggs, was accompanied on the voyage by a Townsville prostitute,
 and Horrocks was forced to conclude:

 From these extracts you will at once see that there could not possibly have
 been any discipline on board. The Government Agent seems to have been
 very little in the boats and thus failed to exercise proper control over the
 Recruiting Agent, whose name I have not been able to ascertain. Mr Chater
 has left the service and gone to England, Captain Briggs is trading to Ade
 laide, and the Recruiting Agent's whereabouts is unknown at present.29

 Close behind the Hopeful was the Fanny with W. T. Wawn as Captain,
 and, although the ship brought back 129 recruits, they were bought dear.

 28 The Hopeful left Townsville on 3 May 1884 licensed to recruit 204 labourers for the
 Victoria plantation. She returned on 17 July with 123 recruits from the D'Entrecasteaux, the
 Louisiades, and other islands around New Guinea. The inspector of Pacific Islanders at Ingham,
 Captain Pennefeather, passed 112 of the recruits, rejecting 11 as physically unsuitable. On 28
 Aug. Albert Messiah, West Indian negro and ex steward of the Hopeful, in a statement made to
 Hugh Millman, claimed that the Hopeful had kidnapped some of her recruits and murdered
 other natives who resisted. Further enquiries uncovered corroborative evidence from two of the
 ship's boat's crew and from some of the recruits on the Victoria plantation who were interviewed
 by Pennefeather and Millman. A trial was held and the recruiting agent, Neil McNeil, and a
 crew member, Barnard Williams, were found guilty of murder and were sentenced to death.
 The Captain, Lewis Shaw, and the government agent were found guilty of kidnapping and were
 sentenced to life imprisonment, the first three years to be spent in irons. Another crew member
 was sentenced to 10 years goal, and two others to seven years. The death sentences on McNeil
 and Williams were later commuted to life imprisonment. See enclosures in Norman to CO.
 (Confidential), 22 Feb. 1890, CO. 234/51; Correspondence records relating to the 'Hopeful' case,
 1888-9, Q.S.A., 48/149-150.

 29 Horrocks to Colonial Secretary, 28 Jan. 1884, Q.C.S.O., 895 of 1884.
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 At Man Island the Fannys interpreter was killed as already recounted.
 Wawn, the government agent, and some of the crew went ashore at the
 dead man's village with some 'trade' to offer in compensation for his death.
 But the natives would not be appeased and they attacked the small party.
 Wawn received two spear wounds, he was hit by a tomahawk, suffered two
 bullet wounds, and had a rib broken. The government agent received similar
 wounds. The Fanny returned to Mackay and Wawn spent the next few
 months in and out of hospital.30

 On 31 March 1883 the Stanley sailed to recruit in the northern waters.
 Her government agent, William McMurdo, was a man of determination,
 and when, after some recruits secured in the Louisiade archipelago deserted
 in the Laughlan Islands, he learned that a German trader had frightened
 them by telling them that they would never return from Queensland he
 took action. McMurdo ordered the local chief to return the deserters and

 seized some other natives as hostages. When the boats were fired on by the
 natives McMurdo burnt the chief's huts and gave him until the next day to
 return the runaways. This was not done and McMurdo, the captain and
 some of the crew of the Stanley went ashore and burnt four villages and
 smashed all the native canoes they could find. The ship recovered its recruits
 and sailed away to the Solomons where on 1 July the captain and govern
 ment agent quarrelled bitterly about methods of recruiting and the captain
 taunted McMurdo with the information that there were six recruits aboard

 who had not the faintest notion of what they were doing there. Subsequent
 enquiry into this irregular voyage revealed that McMurdo's actions in the
 Laughlans had destroyed property of the German trading firm Hernsheim
 and Company and the Queensland government paid $550 in compensation.31
 McMurdo was dismissed.

 Yet another black mark was added to the record of the Queensland ships
 around New Guinea when the Captain of the Ariel was disbarred from the
 labour trade for having supplied rifles to the natives of Nusa Island.32 A
 little later the Forest King was seized by H.M. Gunboat Swinger on suspicion
 of having illegally recruited in New Guinea waters. Although the charge
 was not upheld through lack of evidence, it was found that there had been
 reasonable grounds for seizure.33

 So a pattern of abuse and enquiry was formed and many voyages contri
 buted to it. In this selective list of such voyages the case of the Heath is

 30 Wawn, The South Sea Islanders and the Queensland Labour Trade .. ., 303-8.
 31'Claim of Messrs Hernsheim and Company, Trial of McMurdo and Davies', Q.VJP., II,

 1884; Thurston to Musgrave, 27 Nov. 1883, CO.225/15.
 32 Musgrave to CO., 9 Oct. 1884, enclosing Griffith to Musgrave, 7 Oct. 1884, CO.234/45.
 33 'Seizure of the "Forest King" by H.M. Gunboat "Swinger" and Subsequent Proceedings in

 the Vice Admiralty Court of Queensland in connection therewith', Q.VJP., 1884, II.
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 'BLACKBIRDING' IN NEW GUINEA WATERS, 1883-84 93
 particularly deserving of attention. The Heath left Townsville on 19 January
 1884 and returned to Mackay on 25 May with 89 recruits from New Ireland
 aboard. On arrival at the port it was found that no one could communicate
 with the New Irelanders. Further enquiries revealed that the government
 agent, Duffield, had not supervised the recruiting from an accompanying
 boat as was the rule; that the recruiting boat went ashore heavily armed;
 that the meat carried by the ship had been putrid; and that the ship had
 carried more recruits than she had capacity for. A board of enquiry accused
 the government agent of incompetence but decided that no actual kidnap
 ping had occurred. The government agent was permitted to resign and it
 was decided to send the hapless recruits home. But the recruits, still aboard
 the ship in the harbour, were becoming sick and soon 50 of the 89 had
 scurvy. The doctor predicted that 80% of them would die unless haste were
 made. To add to the confusion, Burns, Philp and Company claimed
 ?2,447.10.10 from the Queensland government as compensation for their
 lost profit on the voyage. The government refused to acknowledge their
 claim, but it paid ?225.15.10 for 'trade' given to the natives who were to be
 returned, and it bore the cost of supplying them each with a warm shirt
 and a pair of trousers. Eventually, on 19 July, the Heath sailed with 86 of
 the original 89 recruits aboard (one had died in hospital, and two were
 discovered to have been held as slaves in the islands and to have recruited

 to escape servitude?these were not compelled to return), and the farce was
 completed.34

 The establishment in December 1884 of a Royal Commission to enquire
 into the way in which natives had been recruited in the north was in great
 part the result of the publicity given to the abuses revealed by the enquiries
 discussed above. The case of the Hopeful, the astonishing rise in the death
 rate among Melanesian labourers in Queensland (147 74 per 1,000 in 1884,
 or one man in every seven),35 and perhaps a calculated move by the greatest
 opponent of the labour trade in Queensland, S. W. Griffith, who became
 Premier of Queensland in November, 1883, all combined to make a full
 scale investigation necessary.

 The Presbyterian missionaries of the New Hebrides, and the Aborigines
 Protection Society kept close watch upon the mortality rates of the islanders
 in Queensland as these statistics formed one of their main arguments against
 the labour trade. When the death rate rose to one in seven among a group of
 people of whom more than 70%, it is fair to assume, were in the prime of

 34 'Correspondence respecting the Pacific Islanders brought by the Barquentine "Heath"',
 ibid.; Lieutenant Commander Marx to Commodore Erskine, 9 July 1884, Q.C.S.O., 6411 of 1884.

 35 O. W. Parnaby, Britain and the Labor Trade in the Southwest Pacific (Durham, N. C,
 1964), 205.
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 94 THE JOURNAL OF PACIFIC HISTORY

 life, arguments against the indentured labour system became very compel
 ling, especially when associated with charges that Queensland had annexed

 New Guinea in 1883 'to secure undisputed control of an ample supply of
 cheap colored labor'.36 However the most damaging aspect of the mortality
 rate of 1884 was that its appalling height was due mainly to the great number
 of deaths among the islanders from New Guinea, New Britain, New Ire
 land, and other groups of islands nearby. Towards the end of 1883 reports
 started to come in on the extraordinarily low resistance to disease among
 the recruits from the north. In December George Gray, the manager of
 Colonial Sugar's Johnstone River plantation, alerted the general manager to
 the risks associated with employing men from New Britain and New Ireland.
 On other plantations in the Johnstone River district many of the recruits
 from the north had died and Gray advised the cancellation of any proposed
 recruiting voyages to New Britain and New Ireland because the islanders
 were unsuitable; 'They are small, delicate, skin and bone boys', he wrote,
 'and too weakly to stand any work in this climate'.37 Mortality rates among
 the New Britain and New Ireland recruits employed upon Colonial Sugar's
 plantations to the south were rising rapidly and, taking Gray's advice, the
 management made efforts to prevent vessels already chartered for New
 Guinea recruiting from going there.38

 In January 1884 A. R. MacDonald, inspector of Pacific Islanders at
 Mackay, reported that despite all efforts to prevent conditions which might
 lead to the outbreak of dysentery, 25 islanders had died on the Homebush
 plantation in the past month. The victims were mainly from New Britain,
 New Ireland, and the Santa Cruz Islands, and it was feared that winter
 would take a heavy toll. They were inexperienced and this plus language
 problems made them less able to claim their dietary and medicinal rights
 than the more sophisticated New Hebrideans and Solomon Islanders. In
 addition to their susceptibility to disease, it was found that a great many of
 the recruits from the New Guinea area had a very imperfect understanding
 of the agreement they had made, and they deserted in large numbers when
 told that they were expected to work on the plantations for three years.
 These deserters were a great problem because they raided plantations for
 food to prevent themselves from starving to death in the bush; and they were
 thought very dangerous.39 Forwarding MacDonald's report, Horrocks stressed

 36 Ibid., 105; Bolton, A Thousand Miles Away . . ., 141.
 37 G. W. Gray to E. B. Forrest, 13 Dec. 1883, Sydney, CS.R. Head Office, Colonial Sugar

 Refining Company Archives (hereinafter C.S.R.A.), B.2.0. 2/4.
 38 E. W. Knox to R. G. Smith (Manager Homebush plantation), 4 Jan. 1884, CS.R.A., Mackay

 Letter Book; Knox to Forrest, 4 Feb. 1884, C.S.R.A., B.2.0. 2/6; Knox to Parbury Lamb and
 Company, 8 Sept. 1884, C.S.R.A., B.2.0. 2/8.

 39 MacDonald to Immigration Agent, 26 Jan. 1884, Q.C.S.O., 1073 of 1884.
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 the need for greater care in New Guinea recruiting, particularly in the
 employment of competent interpreters. The number of islanders from the
 north who had now died in Queensland he estimated at about 800, and on
 the Homebush plantation 85 from New Ireland and New Britain had died
 between 24 May 1883 and February 1884.40

 In May 1884 the Premier announced that because of the high death rate
 he had given orders to all government agents that no more recruits were to
 be taken from New Ireland and New Britain, 'as the natives were totally
 unfit for the work, and only came to the colony to die'.41 The recruiters
 turned to the D'Entrecasteaux42 and the Louisiade archipelago and the death
 rate continued high.

 In the Queensland parliament there were several debates about New
 Irelanders who had absconded from the plantations and were committing
 depredations of various kinds. One group was being taken to a plantation
 when they were frightened by a gunshot and took to the bush:

 The first place they turned up at was on the shores of Moreton Bay, where
 they were robbing the canefields to get something to eat. They were disturbed
 there, and crossed the Bay to Moreton Island. There, for want of food, they
 were nearly starved, and killed a horse, and ate a portion of it ... . These
 unfortunate men, terrified out of their lives, went from island to island in a
 half starving condition, hunted by everyone they came near. The farmers
 were afraid of them, and in some instances fired at them, hearing they were
 going to rob their cottages. The police followed them and after some weeks
 they were cornered somewhere near Cleveland, and taken prisoners.

 These men refused to return to work, and the government decided to return
 them. Four employers lost ?325 as a result of this decision, and the debate
 was occasioned by their claims for compensation.43 In another case some
 New Irelanders absconded from a plantation in the Mackay district and
 went wild in the bush, raiding plantations and especially the chicken coops.
 Another group fled a plantation and attempted to sail for home in an open
 boat, but lacking oars they drifted back to shore and were captured.44

 A definitive statement on the problems associated with employing and
 caring for the recruits from the north was given by the manager of the
 Mourilyan Sugar Company whose plantation at Mourilyan had more than
 its share of runaways. Writing to the inspector of Pacific Islanders at Ingham
 he complained:

 40 Horrocks to Colonial Secretary, 11 Feb. 1884, ibid.
 41 Queensland Parliamentary Debates (hereinafter Q.P.D.), 1883-4, XLI, 565.
 42 See Wawn, op. cit., 310.
 43Q.P.JQ., 1884, XLIX, 1726.
 44'The Black Labour Trade', The Jubilee of Mackay (published by the Mackay Daily

 Mercury, Mackay, Aug. 1912), 24.
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 I am sorry to have to report that these Moresby Islanders are the worst lot
 that I have ever had anything to do with for thieving deserting and general
 idleness and they are exceedingly difficult to manage. They used to go away
 five or six at a time at night into the cane or scrub for a week or so coming
 into the Plantation during night time and stealing any clothes tools and food
 that they could get hold of; entering any of the doors of houses that happened
 to be unlocked and taking everything that they could put their hands on.

 They were supplied with two pairs of blankets each in two weeks and these
 were torn up or thrown away.

 We have had the same difficulty with any of the boys who were treated at
 the Hospital. The Doctor reports that at dark they would run away and lie
 down in the wet cane where it was impossible to find them and the conse
 quences would be that when they returned they were invariably past all hope
 of recovery.45

 The records of the Pacific Islanders Hospital at Maryborough bear out the
 implications of this statement by showing that in 1884 a high proportion of
 the patients were labourers recruited from around New Guinea.46 A final
 indication of the effect upon the general death rate of the introduction of
 these islanders can be seen in the mortality figures provided by the district
 inspectors in 1885. In Ingham in 1883 the Melanesian population had been
 1,513 and deaths numbered 181; the following year there were 251 deaths
 against a total population of 1,944 and in both years all deaths were among
 those natives who had been in the colony less than 12 months. In Mackay
 the number of deaths in 1883 was 323 against a population of 3,845. In 1884
 deaths had risen to 823 out of a population of 3,697. In both years, all deaths
 were among those who had been less than three months in Queensland. The
 mortality rate in the Mackay district for the years 1883-84 was 167-29 per
 i,ooo.47

 The Royal Commission, which had its first sitting on 6 January 1885 and
 sat 30 times until 5 May, was composed of John Buckland, member of the
 Queensland Legislative Assembly, W. Kinniard Rose, a lawyer and a very
 recent arrival in Queensland, and Hugh Millman, Police Magistrate at Cook
 town and responsible for initiating some of the enquiries into voyages to
 New Guinea already discussed. The Secretary to the Commission was W. C.
 Lawrie, who was reputed to have had some experience of New Guinea, its
 natives and languages.48 The Commission was to enquire into the circum

 45 W. Langdon to Pennefeather, 29 Sept. 1884, Q.S.A., 36/3660.
 46 Polynesian Islanders Hospital, Maryborough: Register of Polynesians admitted to hospital,

 Oct. 1884-Dec. 1888, Q.S.A., 27/324.
 4T Crown Solicitor: Briefs and associated papers involving Pacific Islanders, Q.S.A., 36/3659.
 48 Nothing beyond this is known of Lawrie; Millman was conscientious in his duties as Police

 Magistrate and had earlier been given a special commission to enquire into the activities of
 labour recruiters. W. Kinniard Rose was a Scot and had been in Queensland for less than a year
 when he was appointed to the Commission. Rose had been a war correspondent and had served
 on two Commissions of Enquiry in Britain. He studied for the Bar at Edinburgh University with
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 stances under which labourers had been introduced into Queensland from
 'New Guinea and any of the other Islands in the Western Pacific Ocean in
 the neighbourhood of New Guinea including the groups of Islands called
 the D'Entrecasteaux Islands and the Louisiade Archipelago . . . .'.49

 The Commissioners investigated eight voyages to these islands which had
 brought back 625 recruits. They interviewed 480 labourers, two of the boat's
 crew of the Hopeful, an islander named Diene who was a teacher, and the
 Teste Islander Cago, who had served as interpreter on the Hopeful and
 acted in the same capacity for the Commission. The Commissioners were
 confident that the interpreters had been reliable in transmitting the evidence
 given them and, while aware of the dangers of filtering information through
 one and sometimes two languages, they claimed that they had devised
 methods of checking on the accuracy of translation. They had detected
 collusion and prepared stories at some points and took steps to prevent this
 by watching for signs such as 'signalling', and by keeping witnesses apart
 between enquiry sessions. Their investigations were conducted under three
 headings?the circumstances under which the islanders were engaged; the
 manner in which the nature of the engagements was explained to them; and
 the understanding by the recruits of the nature of their engagements and
 the periods for which they had agreed to serve.50

 The enquiry uncovered a trail of villainy which wove through the groups
 of islands along the paths taken by the recruiting ships. The abuses uncov
 ered ranged from simple cases of deception about the period of service
 expected of the recruits to outright kidnapping; and the essential fact that
 emerged was that very few of the islanders really understood that they were
 to come to work in Queensland for three years. In this connexion the Com

 missioners denounced the use of the term 'yam! widely used by the recruiters
 who were, or pretended to be, under the impression that it meant 'year' to
 the islanders?and pointed out at length that it was a meaningless term to

 outstanding success and was admitted to the Queensland Bar in 1884. R?se later became Editor
 of the Brisbane Courier and it is worthy of note in relation to Wawn's claims that the Com
 missioners were all Griffith's men (see below) that Rose had come to Queensland at the suggestion
 of Sir Thomas Mclllwraith: P. Mennell, The Dictionary of Australasian Biography (London,
 1892), 396. J. F. Buckland had been in Australia 25 years in 1885 and represented a Brisbane
 electorate in the Queensland parliament. Again, to anticipate Wawn's criticisms, Buckland
 seems to have been a man of independent mind. He was a member of Griffith's party but did
 not always vote accordingly, and when in 1885 Mclllwraith accused him of having been bribed to
 present an unfavourable report on the New Guinea recruiting, Buckland defended himself con
 vincingly: QJ'.D., 1885, XLVI, 54.

 49'Report with Minutes of Evidence taken before the Royal Commission appointed to
 enquire into the circumstances under which labourers have been introduced into Queensland
 from New Guinea and other islands etc., together with the Proceedings of the Commission',
 Q.V.P., 1885, II, 'Terms of Reference'.

 so ibid., 814-5.
 G
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 most of the islanders who had many and varied words for periods of time of
 which the recruiters were conveniently ignorant.61

 The Commission confirmed the earlier court decision in the case of the

 notorious kidnapping cruise of the Hopeful: in a famous phrase the report
 described this voyage as 'one long record of deceit, cruel treachery, deliberate
 kidnapping, and cold blooded murder*. In the case of the Forest King, how
 ever, the earlier verdict was reversed as it was found that 'all the recruits

 brought by the "Forest King" were decoyed on board under false pretences;
 that the nature of their engagements was never explained to them; and that
 none of them understood that they were to work on a sugar plantation for
 any period much less for three years'.

 Similar verdicts were passed on the two voyages of the Ceara and the
 Lizzie: of the Lizzie*s second voyage it was said that 'some of the natives were
 forcibly kidnapped, all of them were lured on board by false statements'.
 The Sybil and the Heath received similar treatment; and the Commissioners
 calculated that in only nine cases (out of the 480 they were able to investi
 gate) were they convinced that the recruits had engaged with a full know
 ledge of the time for which they were to serve.52

 The evidence given by the recruits was fairly consistent. Most had en
 gaged more or less willingly but thought that they were to be returned in a
 matter of two or three 'moons'. Some had no clear idea of how long they
 would be away, and 20, from the Hopeful, had been 'forcibly taken'. In
 most cases the islanders said that they had come out to the ships in canoes
 to trade or simply out of curiosity; they had been persuaded to come aboard
 and to engage for service in Queensland. Sometimes they were told conflict
 ing stories about the length of time they were to work, and in some cases
 they were told one time at the island (often as the ship was pulling out),
 another at the Queensland port, and another on arrival at the plantation.

 That the Commissioners conducted searching examinations of as many
 islanders as possible cannot be doubted; and there is no reason to disbelieve
 their assertion that they did not permit 'signalling' or collusion among wit
 nesses. However, it remains true that all but five of the men examined were

 communicated with through interpreters?and in most cases Cago officiated.
 This was dangerous, despite the Commissioners' insistence that they were
 satisfied with the work of their interpreters, because Cago, as interpreter for
 the Hopeful, did not bear a good character, and so a close examination of
 the evidence given by the islanders who did speak English is necessary. Four
 of these gave evidence in English only and one, who spoke 'a little English',

 61 Ibid., 817-8.
 52 Ibid., 820-32.
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 was assisted by an interpreter. Not one of these five said that he had been
 told at the time of recruiting that he was to work for three years. One man

 was told that he was to work for one year by the government agent, and he
 was displeased when he learnt that he was to stay in Queensland for three.
 Another was told nothing definite on the ship, and was very displeased when
 told at Townsville that he was to work for three years. A third man was told
 one month by the government agent and was instructed to say 'all right' at
 Townsville when the inspector said 'three years'. Of the remaining two men,
 one had understood neither government agent nor inspector and had to be
 told in the interview that he was engaged for three years; the other had no
 idea of the time he had agreed to spend in Queensland.53 These examples,
 though very few, lend some support to the Commissioners' claims that the
 whole of the evidence was taken accurately.

 W. T. Wawn, disbarred from the labour trade as a result of the denuncia
 tion of his two voyages in the Lizzie, was a trenchant critic of this Royal
 Commission. Wawn pointed out that only Millman and the Secretary had
 any experience of the Pacific Islands and that this was of the slightest. He
 also suggested that Cago had schooled the witnesses in what they were to
 say before the Commission, and that Rose's claim that he had kept Cago
 under close surveillance was absurd. Wawn, in fact, had many criticisms to
 make of the conduct of the enquiry: he claimed that the evidence had been
 taken from islanders and not included in the published paper, and that
 contrary to the Commissioners' statement some of the government agents
 were in Brisbane and available for interview.54 His implicit view that the
 Commission's findings were preconceived as a weapon for Griffith to wield
 against the labour trade is difficult to confirm or refute. Certainly, armed
 with the Commission's evidence, Griffith found that his bill, ordering the
 cessation of the trade as from 1890, had an easy passage.55 But whether the
 weapon was forged or came readily to hand is not clear, and Wawn certainly
 provided no convincing evidence.

 Wawn made three other major points in support of his claim that the
 Royal Commission was a corrupt political tool?that the employers had
 found the recruits from the north unsatisfactory and brought pressure to
 have an enquiry made which would enable them to rid themselves of these
 burdensome islanders; that 'many' of the supposedly kidnapped men were
 openly friendly with him; and that he had evidence that Cago had co-oper
 ated with the Commissioners with a view to providing the sort of evidence
 necessary for a damning report.56

 5&Ibid., 956-9, 961, 979.
 64 Wawn, The South Sea Islanders . . ., 360-2.
 55 Bolton, A Thousand Miles Away ..., 153. 56 Wawn, op. cit., 360, 372-3.
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 The first of these points is not very convincing. Debates in parliament
 over whether compensation was to be paid to employers of islanders whose
 agreements were cancelled were long and hard,57 and the employers could
 have had no confidence that the repatriation of the recruits from the north
 would have meant for them anything but a total loss.58 Certainly the Colonial
 Sugar Refining Company had not worked out a 'deal' with Griffith. One of
 its executives, J. M. Knox, manager of the Victoria plantation, at first refused
 to surrender the New Guinea recruits for repatriation and protested to the
 inspector of Pacific Islanders at Ingham that the government's action was
 illegal. Knox further maintained that 'if they be removed by you in spite
 of my protest I shall be compelled to hold you responsible for any loss and
 inconvenience that... my principals may suffer through such removal'.59 And
 later, when the company did surrender the recruits, its solicitors informed
 the government that 'this must not be taken as in any way an acquiescence
 in the course of action the Government is pursuing'.60

 The impact of Wawn's second criticism upon the whole of the Commis
 sion's findings is reduced by the fact that, of the nine islanders found by the
 Commissioners to have understood the terms of their contract, seven had in

 fact been recruited by Wawn. He might have had, therefore, seven friends at
 least. Wawn's evidence of Cago's corruption is in the form of a confession

 made to Wawn by one islander who claimed that Cago had instructed him
 in what to say to the Commission. If this were true, and not an isolated
 example, then the findings of the Commission are thrown into doubt. But
 the Commissioners claimed that they came to recognize the prepared story
 and to discount it, and Cago was always distrusted and closely watched. It is
 worth noting too that of the 507 islanders brought by the investigated voy
 ages who were alive or available in January 1885, all but 58 took advantage
 of the government's offer to return them to their homes. This willingness to
 leave might indicate that the islanders had not come willingly and were
 relieved to escape a three year engagement, although it might have been due
 simply to homesickness and disappointment with Queensland.

 But, however the Royal Commission's evidence is viewed, the statistics it
 compiled showed clearly that the New Guinea recruits had had grim experi
 ence of Queensland. By the time the Commission reported in May 1885, 97
 of the 625 islanders introduced by the voyages under review had died on the
 plantations. In June and July 1885, 404 were returned by the S.S. Victoria,

 57 See QJ>.D., XLVI, 1885, 81-6.
 58 In the Burdekin district 11 employers claimed ?36489 in compensation, but only ?18,046

 was awarded. R. Connolly, John Drysdale and the Burdekin (Sydney, 1964), 64-5.
 59 J. M. Knox to Inspector of Pacific Islanders, Ingham, 30 May 1885, C.S.R.A., B.2.1. 4/1.
 go Hart and Flower, Solicitors, to Colonial Secretary, 6 June 1885, ibid.
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 chartered by the Queensland government for the job, and one died on the
 voyage. As mentioned, 58 of the recruits from the Ceara chose to stay in
 Queensland, thus leaving 58 islanders not accounted for at the time of the
 Victoria's sailing in June 1885. Even if (as seems unlikely) none of the 116
 who remained in Queensland died, the death rate among these 625 islanders
 was 15 68%.

 So from recruitment through to repatriation the careers of these islanders
 can be traced in greater detail than of those who were brought under less
 spectacular circumstances. The S.S. Victoria left Queensland (ironically
 with Wawn aboard as pilot) and landed her 404 returns at 49 places through
 out the islands around New Guinea. Apart from complaints that the ship was
 not large enough to carry so many natives, and that there was insufficient
 food for the passengers (mostly journalists and members of a special 'defence
 corps'), the cruise was uneventful,61 its ceremony being grandly reported by
 Romilly and roundly mocked by Wawn.62 Each return carried with him
 presents and goods valued at from ?3 to ?6 according to the time he had
 spent in the colony. The ship carried large quantities of tobacco and hoop
 iron which was offered as compensation to the friends of those who had
 died.68

 The cruise gave rise to some comments which throw light on the whole
 New Guinea recruiting episode. The government-appointed doctor remarked
 on the equable climate of New Guinea (the temperature varied from 82
 degrees at night to 85 during the day), and he suggested that the great con
 trast between this and Queensland's climate may have been a factor in the
 high death rate among the New Guinea 'boys'.64 Romilly noted in his diary
 of the voyage that the Hopeful recruits sat gloomily apart from the others
 who laughed and joked. The happiness of the returns led him to speculate
 about the motives of those who had elected to stay and he concluded that
 'the love of home is so strong in them that some very powerful arguments

 must have been used to cause them to make such a decision'.65 But his most

 important observation was on the state of feeling among the natives in the
 islands from which the recruits had come:

 In the Louisiade Archipelago, and more especially at Sud'est Island, the
 natives were so shy that they neither came to the beach nor paddled off to the
 ship. This is a very different state of things to what existed four years ago, and
 I can only account for it by supposing that experience has taught them to
 61 'Correspondence respecting the Return of the New Guinea Islanders', H. M. Chester to

 Colonial Secretary, 23 July 1885, Q.V.P., 1886, II, 1056-59.
 62 'Mr H. H. Romilly's Diary of the Cruise of the "Victoria" ', ibid., 1068-73; Wawn, op. cit.,

 chs. 22-3.
 ?3 Q.V.P., 1885, II, 1056.
 **Ibid., 1060.
 ?5 ibid., 1068.
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 distrust the "Dim Dims", or white men. And they have every reason on their
 side for doing so. The feeling of injury had apparently given way to their
 satisfaction at being sent home with the boys on board the ship, and a more
 cheerful lot of natives could not be found. But their friends on shore felt that

 they had been taken in, and had not forgiven it. Nor, I think, are they likely
 to forgive it for some time. I think any member of this expedition could in
 the future mix with them with perfect safety in any of the places we have
 been to, but I do not think that anyone connected with any of the labour
 ships could do so.66

 so the hopes that New Guinea might come to be a new and profitable
 recruiting ground proved illusory, and the venture had been expensive for
 officials, recruiters, planters, and the government of the colony of Queens
 land. The main official to suffer was Charles Horrocks who was relieved of

 his duties as Acting Head of the Pacific Islands Branch of the Immigration
 Department as a result of having written to the government agent,
 McMurdo, telling him that 'you did nothing dishonourable or that you
 need in the least be ashamed of'.67 Among those directly involved in the
 illegal recruiting, a number of captains of the recruiting ships were disbarred
 from the labour trade and the captain, recruiting agent, and four members
 of the crew of the Hopeful spent six years in gaol. And if the laxity of the
 government agents was the essential cause of the abuses, as so many claimed,
 then their sins were to some extent expiated by Harry Schofield, government
 agent of the Hopeful, who died in Brisbane gaol after serving two years of
 his life sentence.68 The employers of the repatriated islanders suffered in
 that, although they were compensated for the loss of their workers, the
 compensation awards were strictly governed and innumerable expenses
 associated with the unhealthy and fractious islanders could neither be calcu
 lated nor recouped. The burden fell heaviest on the Queensland govern

 ment: in all the New Guinea recruiting cost the government ?26,766.14.1?
 ?225 for the compensation of the islanders brought by the Heath;
 ?20,558.7.5 paid in connexion with employers' claims for compensation;
 and ?5,983.6.8 being the cost of the Royal Commission and the return of
 the islanders in 1885.69

 66 Romilly to Scratchley, 20 July 1885, ibid., 1067-8.
 67 Enclosure in Musgrave to CO., 9 Mar. 1885, CO.234/45; Horrocks to Under Colonial

 Secretary, 12 Sept. 1884, and Colonial Secretary to Governor of Queensland, 10 Oct. 1884, Q.V.P.,
 1884, II, 842-3.

 68 See 'Petition dated 15 October 1888, presented to Sir Arthur Palmer k.m.c, Administrator
 of the Government of Queensland', enclosed in Norman to CO. (Confidential), 22 Feb. 1890,
 CO.234/51.

 69'Annual Report of the Auditor General, Appendix G: Statement of Awards, Costs, and
 Expenses paid under the provisions of "The Pacific Islanders Employers Compensation Act of
 1885"', Q.VJP., 1886, I, 964; 'Statement of Expenditure to date attending the Proceedings of the
 Commission, and the Return of the New Guinea Islanders to their Native Islands', Q.V.P., 1885,
 II, 1075.
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 The New Guinea recruiting taught many lessons and had many reper
 cussions on the future course and conduct of the Queensland labour trade.
 Perhaps most importantly, it provided Griffith with a clinching argument in
 favour of the stopping of the trade altogether, which he secured in August
 1885 when legislation was passed which provided that no licences to recruit
 Pacific Islanders for service in Queensland were to be issued after the end of
 1890.

 Also of great importance for the immediate development of the trade
 was the closing of the New Guinea waters as a recruiting ground. The golden
 goose was killed, and in the years that followed the recruiters turned wearily
 back to their old haunts in the Solomon Islands and New Hebrides.

 Pressure from the Presbyterian missionaries of the New Hebrides, the
 Aborigines Protection Society, and the Colonial Office combined with the
 chastening effects of the lessons of 1883-85 to cause the Queensland govern
 ment to legislate and regulate to bring the labour trade under stricter con
 trol.70 No more could a government agent, as Duffield of the Heath had
 done, plead that he had no specific instructions to supervise recruiting from
 a covering boat. A pamphlet on the duties of government agents which
 stressed the absolute necessity of zeal in this and other precautions was issued
 to them all in 1884.71 And by the turn of the century the Queensland labour
 trade was controlled by seven acts of parliament, 18 schedules, 54 regula
 tions, and 38 instructions to government agents.

 Other immediate effects were the insistence of the Immigration Depart
 ment on the provision of a full report on each voyage and a close analysis of
 the previous experience of each recruit brought to Queensland.72 In the
 1890s the government agents carefully recorded the previous experience of
 all recruits be it in Queensland, Fiji, Samoa or New Caledonia, and the
 defenders of the labour trade often pointed to the evidence of a high rate of
 re-engagement in support of their claims that the trade was now honest and
 respectable.73 Another consequence was that the practice, adopted in the case
 of the islanders returned by the Heath and the Victoria, of shipping trade
 goods to be distributed (as compensation) to the connexions of recruits who
 had died in Queensland, hardened into a formal regulation inspired, as
 Griffith admitted, by the experience of 1884-85.74 Also, later in the 1880s,

 70 Parnaby, Britain and the Labor Trade . . ., 188.
 71A copy of the pamphlet is enclosed in Musgrave to CO., 9 May 1884, CO.234/44; see also

 Griffith to Musgrave, 7 May 1884, Official Letters to the Governor of Queensland, Q.S.A., Gov. A12.
 72 Griffith to Musgrave, 6 Feb. 1884, enclosed in Norman to CO., 18 Mar. 1894, CO.234/59.
 73 Chief Secretary to Norman, 16 May 1894, enclosed in Norman to CO., 18 Mar. 1894,

 CO.234/59.
 74 Griffith to Governor of Queensland, 25 Mar. 1892, Official Letters to the Governor of

 Queensland, Q.S.A., Gov. A22.
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 some New Irelanders who had remained in the colony caused yet one more
 humane measure to be initiated when six of them, on presenting themselves
 for return to their homes, were found to be suffering from venereal disease.
 As a result orders were given that a medical inspection of all returns should
 be carried out in future, and that all serious cases be detained in Queensland
 for hospital treatment.75 This was done, and in the 1890s no ship was cleared
 without a medical certificate to state that any sick islanders aboard were
 considered to be able to at least endure the voyage.

 When Griffith moved for the re-opening of the labour trade in 1892, on
 the grounds that it was necessary that it be continued for some years at least
 if the sugar industry were to survive, both he and his opponents quickly
 turned to the New Guinea recruiting episode to bolster their cases. In his
 furious and imbalanced attacks on the labour traffic, John G. Paton, the
 Presbyterian missionary, paraphrased the report of the 1885 Royal Commis
 sion when he asserted that 'recruits are kidnapped by false pretences, or
 against their will, and taken forcibly on board' and he warned that 'the cruel
 oppression and bloodshed will cry to heaven'. Paton's charges against the
 trade at this time were liberally sprinkled with references to the recruiting
 in New Guinea and the case of the Hopeful.76 The Colonial Office repeatedly
 asked Paton to provide specific, recent examples of absuses within the labour
 trade, but Paton dismissed this request as clean contrary to his idea of abuse,
 'unless, indeed, I am to understand that H.M. Government regard anything
 short of such murders and horrible brutality and lawlessness as occurred on
 the Hopeful and other vessels as the only form of abuse which they can
 regard as serious enough for Imperial interference'.77

 The defenders of the re-opening of the trade, on the other hand, claimed
 that the prompt punishment of the abuses that occurred in New Guinea
 waters had been salutary and pointed proudly to the absence of such crimes
 between 1885 and 1890. One such defender was the Rev. Alexander C.
 Smith, of the Queensland Presbyterian Foreign Mission Committee, who
 made precisely this point in a pamphlet published in 1892. Smith admitted
 that there had been serious crimes committed in 1883-84, but he went on to
 say:

 In 1885, however, the sitting of the Royal Commission, the sentence of the
 'Hopeful* prisoners, and 'the Amendment Act' abolishing the labour after
 1890, worked wonders. They told favourably on recruiting vessels, ship-cap
 tains, and Government agents, checking and restraining abuses.78

 75 Musgrave to CO., 12 Sept. 1887, CO.234/48.
 76 See Paton's letter of 'protest' at the reopening of the labour trade, Brisbane Courier, 23

 Mar. 1892.
 77 Paton to CO., 14 July 1894, CO.234/61.
 78 Alex C. Smith, The Kanaka Labour Question: with special reference to Missionary Efforts

 in the Plantations of Queensland (Brisbane, 1892), 12-13.
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 'BLACKBIRDING' IN NEW GUINEA WATERS, 1883-84 IO5

 With some justice Paton claimed that it was unfair to deny him the
 right to refer to the Hopeful case in support of his stand and then to use it
 to advantage against him.79 But the line of argument put forward by Smith
 was a good one, and Paton's opponents delighted in revealing the obsolscence
 of his accusations. Thus Paton's claim that the ships and men who had been
 engaged in the labour trade before 1885 were still recruiting was demolished
 by the Queensland Chief Secretary who was able to show that this was true
 of only four ships, one captain, and one government agent.80 And Griffith,
 in 1892, nicely put the argument that the house had been in order since
 1885:

 Events that took place in New Guinea waters before the establishment of the
 Protectorate, which were met by prompt prosecution and punishment as soon
 as discovered, and a repetition of which has for many years been impossible,
 have been treated as if they were of recent occurrence and common incidents
 of the Labour trade, although it is known to anyone at all familar with the
 actual facts that the contrary is the case.81

 And so recruiting began again in 1892; and although the argument that
 the experiences of 1883-84 had cleansed the labour trade of abuses may some
 times have been overstated, it had, as has been shown, some justification,
 and many a later captain and government agent may have kept the fates of
 Shaw and Schofield in mind. The New Guinea recruiting had an enduring
 effect upon policy and practice in the Queensland labour trade long after its
 survivors had returned home with their finery, their boxes and their strange
 tales to tell.

 79 Pamphlet entitled 'The Kanaka Labour Question' enclosed in Paton to CO., 14 July 1894,
 CO.234/61, 13-14.

 so Chief Secretary to Norman, 16 May 1894, CO.234/59.
 81 Griffith to Norman, 20 May 1892, enclosed in Norman to CO., 20 May 1892, CO.234/53.
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